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MORMONISYL oo CONDENSED. thes 


1. 


— D. Richards; Historian of the Church of Jeans Christ of 
“Mormon” Church, was organized April Sth, 180, at: Fayeste, Seneca 
county, New York, Joseph Smith Jun. being acceptetl as: the firet. Hider 
and Oliver Gowdery as the second Elder of the Ghurch., 
composing the body ot the Church were believers in Ged the: Father, in 


An angel of God had also appetired: to youthful Prophet and disélesed — 
to him the spot where records of ‘she original inbabitante of the Amarin 
continent were hidden, which, alter repeated visions and instructions 
from-the angel, ware délivered into his hands. They 
ber metallic plates having the appépranece of: gold, were 
insoribed on both sides bieroglyphics: narrating dhe history, rise 
and full ot s colony brought apen this continent at thescategiing of panple 
the tower of Batiél, ‘of later migration of: from 
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people was described and particulars were given of the establishment of 
the Church of Christ among them, by His appearance in person after His 
resurrection and ascension. With the plates was the Urim and Thummim, 
by means of which and the gift and power of God, Joseph Smith trans- 
lated a portion of the record which had been abridged and compiled by & 
Prophet among those ancient people named Mormon. The book thus 
translated is therefore called the Book of Mormon, and it has been pub- 
lished in several languages. 

Previous to the organization of the Church, Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery had been visited by John the Baptist, who conferred upon them 
the Aaronic Priesthood, with the authority to baptize for the remission of 
sins; and also ata later date by Peter, James and John, who ordained 
them Apostles of Jesus Christ, with authority to confer the Holy Ghost 
upon “baptized, repentant believers, by the laying on of hands; also to 
organize and establish the Church of Christ in all its fullness preparatory 
to the second adventof the Savior. Guided by the spirit of revelation, the 
Prophet, Seer and Revelator, Joseph Smith, proceeded to fulfill his mission. 
The Gospel was preached, the Holy Ghost was poured out upon converts 
and was manifested in healings, miracles, tongues, interpretations, proph- 
ecy, visions, and all the gifts enjoyed in the primitive Christian Church. 
Men were called by revelation to fill the various offices of the Church, 
including Apostles, Seventies, Elders, Priests, Teachers and Deacons, 
Bishops, Evangelista, etc., and missionaries were sent out into the world 
to preach the Gospel without “purse or scrip.” People who received 
their testimony that the Gospel and the Church of Christ had been res- 
tored to earth, obtained a witness from God, personally, of the truth of 
these things, and, as the elect of God, gathered from all parts of the earth 
to the bosom of the Church in America. ) 

Persecution raged against the Church from the beginning. All kinds of 
misrepresentation were resorted to by its enemies. The Saints were 
driven from their possessions in Missouri and afterwards in Illinois; many 
of them were slaughtered by mobs, their property was confiscated, and 
in 1844, on June 27th, the Prophet Joseph Smith and his Brother Hyrum 
were shot to death by mobocrats with blackened faces, at Carthage, 
Illinois. Subsequently the body of the Saints were driven from the city 
of Nauvoo, which they had built on the banks of the Mississippi, and 
under the leadership of Brigham Young, who was the President of the 
Twelve Apostles, the persecuted Saints made their way to Winter Qnar- 
ters, on the banks of the Missouri river, near where Council Bluffs now 


stands. It was there that the Mormon Battalion of five hundred able- 


bodied men were enlisted, at the call of the President of the United States, 
to aid their country in the war with Mexico. They were the strength of 
the body of the Church, but were parted with in the true spirit of patriot- 
ism. They made an unparalleled march across the deserts to their destin- 
ation, leaving their families to struggle for existence in that then unsettled 


region. In 1847 the famous journey from the Missouri river across the 


plains and mountains was accomplished by Brigham Yéung and the 


Pioneers, numbering one hundred and forty-three men, three women and 
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two children. They reached the spot where Salt Lake City now stands, 
July 24th of that year. The great Temple, costing more than three million 
dollars, rears its towers on the spot where Brigham dum. declared at that 
time, “Here we will build the Temple of our God.” 

[ro BE CONTINUED.) 


THE GOSPEL IN ANCIENT BRITAIN. 


BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS, 


[Continued from Vol, 60, page 823.) 
CHAPTER XV CONTINUED. 


Tae Mission oy ConvERsION oF THE Saxons—Kine 
Erge.csert ConFERENCES WITH THE Barra CLERGY. 


It is recorded that Gregory sent with these missionaries the following 
books: A Bible in two volumes; a Psalter, and a book of the Gospels; a 
book of Martyrology; apocryphal lives of the Apostles; and expositions 
of certain Epistles and Gospels. The Canterbury Book, i in the library of 
Trinity Hall, Cambridge, closes the brief talogue in these expressive 
words: “These are the foundation or of the library of the 
whole English church, A. D. 601.”* 

The causes that led Gregory to send this mission to England have been 
told by many a writer. They are substantially as follows: 

“On one occasion, when he was archdeacon of Rome, it chanced that he 
passed through the market place of that city, where he beheld exposed 
for sale several fair and beautiful children, with ruddy cheeks and blue 
eyes, and fine yellow tresses flowing in long curls upon their shoulders. 
Gregory asked, ‘From what country or nation were they brongbt! And 
was told, from the island of Britain, whose inhabitants were of such per- 
sonal appearance. He again inquired, whether those islanders were 
Christians, or still pagans, and was informed that they were pagans, 
Then fétching a deep sigh, ‘Alas! what pity,’ said he, that the author 
of darkness is possessed of men of such fair countenances; and that being 
remarkable for such graceful aspects, their minds should be void of inward- 
grace.’ He therefore again asked, what was the name of that nation, and 
was answered, that they-were called Angles. ‘Right,’ said he, ‘for they 
ba ve an angelic face, and it becomes such to be coheirs with the Angels in 
heavens, What is the name,’ proceeded he, ‘of the province from which 
they are brought It was replied that the natives of that province were 
called Deira. 7 ‘Truly are they Deira,’ said he, ‘withdrawn from wrath, 
and called to the mercy of Christ. ‘How is — — 
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called?’ They told him his name was Acila; and he, ajluding to the ame, 
said, Allelujah, the praise of God the Creator must be sung in those 
parts.’ 


Augustine having, in 597, been consecrated bishop of the English, he 
set to work to obtain authority over the British church. The story is 
thus told: 

„Gregory directed Augustine to accommodate the ceremonies of the 
Christian worship as much as possible to those of the heathens in Britain, 
that the people might not be too much startled at the change; and in 
particular he advised him to allow the Christian converts at certain festi- 

vals to kill and eat numbers of oxen to the glory of God, as they had 
formerly done to the honor of the devil. It is quite unnecessary to make 
any remark upon this mixture of pious zeal and worldly policy. There is 
one question, however, deserving especial notice, wherein Augustine re- 
quests Gregory to inform him, ‘How he ought to deal with the bishops of 
Gaul and Britain?’ To which Gregory replied, ‘We give thee no power 
over the bishops of Gaul, they being under the archbishop of Arles: but 
all the bishops of the Britons we commit to thy fraternal care, that the 
‘unlearned may be taught, the weak strengthened by persuasion, and the 
perverse corrected by authority.’ 
“Augustine, now enjoying the protection of so powerful a monateh as 
Ethelbert, and having had the British bishops (without their knowledge) 
committed to his ‘fraternal care,’ soon conceived the ambitious project of 
subjugating the old British clergy to his metropolitan authority, and of 
placing the whole island under the jurisdiction of the Roman See. 

“They were accordingly summoned to hold a conference with Augustine 
somewhere on the banks of the Severn or Dee, which afterwards, acoording 
to Bede, received the name of the Augustine Oak“ 

Augustine opened this conference with admonishing and entreating the 
Britons to lay aside those ecclesiastical usages that were contrary to the 
‘practice of the Romish church, and to unite with him and his brethren in 
preaching the Gospel to their neighbors, the Saxons. He told them that 
they did not keep Easter at its proper time, and did many other things 

-oontrary to the unity of their church. But Augustine could not prevail 
either by entreaties or threats; the Cymry still adhered to their own mode 
of worship and traditions. Augustine upon this “told them, in a threat- 
‘ ening tone, that if they would not be at peace with their brethren, they 
must expect war with their enemies, and look for the vengeance of the 
English, towards whose conversion they had refused their co-operation.” 

“Leland says that Bynoth, abbot of Bangor, did, in a spirited speech, 
at large dispute with great learning and gravity,’ against receiving the 
authority of the pope, or of Augustine. He maintained the authority of 
the archbishop of St. David's, and declared that it was not to the interest 
of the Welsh to submit either to Roman pride or Saxon tyranny.t f 


Bede, Ecclesiastical History, book 2, ch. 4. 


tIn 
Museum, this celebrated speech is preserved in Welsh. It isim English: ‘“‘We'qwould 
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“Augustine still endeavored to persuade them to « conformity to the 
charch of Rome, particularly with ' respect to the keeping of Taster.“ 
However trivial this cireumstance may seem to our readers, it wile con- 
sidered an important Point, and made the objevt of a loug debate at this 


But the Britons still continuing tenacious of their ancient castom, — 
tine out the dispute short by a challenge. ‘Come them said he, ‘we will 
put the truth of our opinions’ to the test: whosoever shall; hy his prayers, 
heal the sick or infirm person) let his opinion be looked upon as baving the 
sanction of the Deity;and' be embraced as sach by the opposite’ party.’ 
orthodoxy, a blind person (a Saxon) was brought in. He was first offered 


to the British bishops without: meeting with’ relief; and was en catried 
to Augustine, who kneeled in sight of the whole’ assembly, aad restored 
him instantaneously to his sight by bis prayers: Phe Britons submitted 
no farther than this, that they should consult the great body of their 
brethren, without whom: thay could: engage to do nothing; und they pro- 
posed: that a fuller assembly should be convened: ‘This proposal wis 
agreed to; and sccordingly, at the next conferetice; seven Bishdps and 
many of the lesser clergy were present, and in particetar' Dinoth, abbot 
of Bangor, and several of his monks. Dither givens fies of 
the names of these divines that were present at te nd. 

“The British divines, previous to their entering — — 
with Augustine; consulted a certain aged prelate of great repute for his 
wisdom and sanctity 4s to whether it would be proper for them to give 
up their traditions at the persvasion of Augustine? If he bea man of 
God,” said the hermit, ‘follow him.’ ‘But how, they inquired; ‘are we to 
be assured of this?’ The Lord hath said rejoined bes “Learn of ma for 


deference of pestect: charity te the obarch of God, the pope cf Rema, dnd every picds 
Christian in their respective degress, end to help every one in word and in deed‘to make 
them tbe children of God. 
ye call pope or father of fathers, nor can he claim to require it, 

ence as this we are ready to pay him and every Christian for ever. Besides, we are 

the government of the bishop of Carileon upon the Usk, who is our superior, or super. 
intendent, under Ged, to oblige wa te preserve cuzselves uncorrupted with reapedt’ to 
See also Bishop Church History, p. N, and Archie 


Easter would fall, the British bishops another. Of courve it was inconvenient, and’ 
what absurd, to have different portions of the church celebrating the resurrection of 
Savior at different’ dated itr the ‘year. It was decided at the of 
festival be observed ow We Sanden after the fourteenth day 
moon. To obtain the correct day cycies were drawn up. One party used » cycle of nine- 
toon yours, the other, of eighty-four. differ- 
ences arose which led to the contentions, 


Drags 10 


> ~ * 1 1 
‘ 
* 
« 
4 
é 
* * * We * 1 * * — — — — 
Ati Sie * 1 1 277 - 11 i 
2 
* 
é 
7 
7 
7 
As 
2 
é * 


6 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


heart, you may believe that, as he bears the yoke of Christ himself, he 
will impose no other on you; but if he shows himself haughty and proud, 
that affords you proof that he is not of God; and you are therefore not 
to give heed to him.’ ‘But how,’ they asked, shall we be able to make 
the distinction?’ To this the holy man replied: ‘When you meet him at 
the place appointed for holding the synod, let him reach there before you; 
if he rises on your approach, be assured of his being a servant of Christ; 
and it behooves you to attend to him with deference. If, on the contrary, 
he treats you with scorn, and rises not to salute you, seeing you are the 
greater number, then let him be despised of you.’ They resolved to act 
according to this advice. Augustine, when they approached him, instead 
of rising to greet them, kept his seat. When they perceived his pride, 
they became so angry that they rejected every proposal he made to them.* 

If, said they, ‘he will not now as much as rise up to us, being the 
greatest number, what can we expect if we become subject to his author- 
ity. They peremptorily told him that they would not have him for their 
bishop, and that they would not have the rites of their ancient church 
perverted by him. They also told him of the great injustice done to them 
by the Saxons, with whom they wished to have no intercourse, until they 
restored to the native Britons what they had taken from them by usurpa- 
tion. And, no doubt,’ says Bishop Stillingfleet, the British bishops have 
looked upon this attempt of Augustine upon them, as adding one usurpa- 
tion to another: it was this that made them so averse from any communi- 
cation to the missionaries, which otherwise had been inexcusable.’” 

There was also another question besides the keeping of Easter which 
was the subject of grave contention, a question which must seem to our 
readers still more puerile than the other. It was as to the shape of the 
tonsure. In other words, how the monks should shave their heads. Some 
of them shaved their hair entirely off, others shaved it in the shape of a 
crescent, still others shaved the whole of the top of the head, leaving a 
circle of hair all around, to represent, as they claimed, the crown of thorns 
forced on the temples of the Messiah Augustine endeavored to compel 
the British monks to shave according to the regulations of the church of 
Rome who followed the last named fashion, which they foolishly asserted 
descended to them from Peter. The British refused, they persisted in 
continuing to cut their hair in the way they had been accustomed to do. 
That there should be grave quarrels about trivialities of this kind shows 


* Laurentius, the successor of Augustine endeavored, by expostulary epistles, to gain 
over the Britons and the Scots to conform to all the ceremonies and submit to the 
authority of Rome, but without success. Laurentius complains that the Scots were 
equally obstinate with the Britons of Wales in opposing the custom of the universal 
church. This bishop says: We thought that the Scots had been better, but found 
them in no way to differ from the Britons in their behavior. For their bishop (Dagon) 
coming to us, not only refused to eat with us, but even to take his repast in the same 
house where we were entertained, nor lodge under the same roof.”—Bowles’ History of 
the Popes. 

“The Britons maintained their orthodoxy 150 years after Augustine’s conference un- 
contaminated with the errors of the Church of Rome.”—Leland de Scrip. Brit., p. 39. 
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how utterly the church, both in Rome and Britain, had apostatized by the 
days of Augustine. ’ 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


— — 


CHURCH CHRONOLOGY. 


THe News has been requested to call attention to the new and enlarged 
edition of Church Chronology which will be placed before the public this 
month. It will be a work of reference of great value to every student of 
the history of the Church. 

The profits accruing from the sale of this work will be used toward the 
erection of a new Historian’s office, and a fire-proof building in which to 
preserve the records and documents of the Church. This is very much 
needed, the present buildings being entirely inadequate for the amount 
of literature that has accumulated and must be taken care of. 

Of the new edition of the Church Chronology 25,000 copies are now 
being printed and it is expected this edition will find a ready sale among 
the Saints. The work will cover among other points the following his- 
torical data: 

Births of men who have become prominent in the Church; circum- 
stances associated with the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, the 
restoration of the Holy Priesthood and the organization of the Church; 
the growth of the Church and the succession of its General Authorities; 
the persecution of the Saints in Missouri, Ohio and Illinois; the exodus 
from Nauvoo to Great Salt Lake Valley; the establishment of settlements 
of Saints in Utah and surrounding states and territories; the organization 
of Stakes of Zion, Bishops’ wards, councils and Priesthood, auxiliary asso- 
ciations, etc.; the establishment of foreign missions, and the succession of 
their presidencies; a record of arrests, prosecutions, fines and imprison- 
ments under the anti-polygamy laws; deaths of prominent men and 
women in the Church; all other events of importance associated with the 
development and growth of the Church; all given in chronological order. 

The Chronology is thus endorsed by the First Presidency of the Church: 

“We commend Church Chronology to the kind consideration of the 
Saints, and trust it will meet with the success it merits, and that the pre- 
siding officers and leading men in all the Stakes of Zion will favor the 
work with their aid and influence, so that the purpose for which it is being 
published may be successfully carried out. 

LorENzO Snow, 
Gro. Q. Cannon, 
—Diseret News. Jos. F. Surrn. 


Dib 


TEASDALE. —At Nephi, Juab County, Utah, December 17, 1898, after a short illness, 
Marion E. Scholes Teasdale, wife of Apostle George Teasdale, born in London, England, 
April 6, 1870. 

Funeral was held Wednesday, December 21st, at the North ward meeting house, Nephi, 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 1899. 


LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE. 


“Lzt your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” This injunction 
was given by the Savior in His sermon on the mount to His disciples 
assembled on that occasion. It is as applicable to the disciples in this 
age as it was to those of former days; especially is it necessary that those 
who teach the word of God, should give strict heed to this admonition of 
the greatest of all teachers. It was not so much the words of the Savior 
that convinced men’s souls and awed into silence those who endeavored 
by their questions to induce Him to compromise Himself under the law, 
as it was the power and influence of the Holy Ghost that accompanied 
those words. 

Although none except the Savior has been able to live so pure that 
guile was never found in his mouth, still the nearer one lives to the 
light given him the more will he have of that power and influerice that 
accompanied the Savior during His ministry on the earth. This is why 
the meek and lowly, though probably unlearned in worldly lore, can often 
exert a greater influence over the minds of men than can those who 
appear to far excel them in Jearning and eloquence but are not manifest- 
ing the fruits of the Spirit in their daily course of life. 

It was this influence that caused the people to be pricked in their hearts 
when listening to the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, and impelled them 
to cry out “Men and brethren what shall we do?” 

“Ye shall know them by their fruits ;” and Paul says, “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
e temperance: against such there is no law.“ Where the fruits 
of the Spirit are found, there the Spirit must be to produce the fruits, and 
there will be the light of the Spirit to shed its rays among the children of 
men; but if these fruits are not manifest there must be an absence of t} » 
Spirit, and consequently no light to shine to lead men to glorify the 
Father. 

This light was not the light of the wisdom of man, but the light of the 
Holy Ghost which was promised by Peter on condition of repentance and 
baptism for the remission of sins. Those of the world to-day who deny 
that revelation is given to man in this age and claim that it was closed 
with the revelation of John on the Isle of Patmos, can lay no claim to 
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the Holy Ghost because that is the Spirit of revelation. All they can 
claim is the light that comes from the wisdom and learning of uninspired 
men. 

Every act of him who would ‘teach men the truths of heaven should 
loudly proclaim, “you may safely follow me,” while the words of him 
who belies them in his course of life are like “sounding brass or tinkling 
cymbal.” 

He who is living with an eye single to the glory of God, manifesting the 
fruits of the spirit, has an influence accompanying him that is tangibly 
felt by friend and foe. This influence will bring conviction to the hearts 
of the honest and, besides, will be powerful in silencing those who come 
to disturb and embarrass, and, in the words of Goldsmith, it may be said 
of one possessing it: 

Truth from his lips prevailed with double sway, 
And fools who came to scoff remained to pray.” 

The light of the Latter-day Saints is beginning to shine with increasin 
splendor among the nations. Honorable men who visit them in their 
homes in the midst of the Rocky Mountains are now giving them credit 
for the many virtues that have been wrought out in their lives through 
the instrumentality of the light of the Gospel they have received. 

The Lord has decreed that this light shall spread until it fills the whole 
earth, and until all shal] know God from the least unto the greatest, and 
righteousness shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 6 deep. 

A. W. 


THE GREAT LECTURE. — 


Most of the Saints will have heard or read of that highly interesting 
and successful lecture on “Utah and the Mormons” which was delivered 
in many of the large cities of this country by Dr. J. E. Talmage. 

Arrangements are now being perfected for its reproduction in all im- 
portant towns in the several Conferences of Great Britain, and it is ex- 
pected that the Elders in particular will give unstinted publicity to this 
fact as soon as possible. When halls have been secured, times and places 
should be advertised far and wide by the best available means, that all 
the Saints may be interested in hearing for themselves, and they should not 
fail to invite all their friends and acquaintances, their workfellows and 
employers, so that as many as possible may hear and see from the stere- 
opticon views which will be presented, who and what the “Mormons” 
really are, and what they have done and are now doing in “the valleys of 
the Rocky Mountains.” | 

The following dates have been determined upon for the several Confer- 
ences; choice of towns is left to the sagacity and judgment of the presid- 
ing Elders, and if wisdom and energy are exhibited, there should be no 
burthen for them to carry, save that of time and labor, and from a mis- 
sionary standpoint they will be richer and better if even a little sacrifice 
falls to them unitedly. 
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Lectures will be delivered as follows: 
3 in the Norwich Conference between January 9th and January 16th. 


1 “ Nottingham 2 16th * 19th. 
6 “ Sheffield 19th “ 72 28th. 
8 Leeds 28th “ February 8th. 
10 “ Newcastle 1 February 8th “ 18th. 
63 “ 25th “ March Sth. 
5 Liverpool 8 2 March 7th “ “ 14th. 
5 Manchester 4 21st. 
6 Welsh 2 
3 “ Bristol April 6th. 


Good and intelligent audiences are confidently expected, and the re- 
moval of prejudice and considerable enquiry are the results desired. 


— 


CONFERENCES TO COME. 


Ir is already understood that Conferences of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints will convene during the present month as follows: 
Birmingham, January 8th, 
Bristol, 15th, 
Welsh, * 22nd. 

Now the holidays are past a good turn out is expected and a pleasant 
time. President Platte D. Lyman expects to be present on each occasion, 
to become acquainted with the working ministry and the Saints in general, 
so that a comprehensive view of the condition of the work may be acquired 
for present or future action. 


Happy Curistmas.—42 Islington, Liverpool, was near deserted on 
Christmas day. President Lyman had accepted a pressing invitation to 
be preseut at a gathering in Bradford the evening previous, and for the 
services on Sunday. Elder H. W. Naisbitt went to Halifax, on a visit to 
his brother and family, who were all together for the holidays; meeting 
with the Halifax Saints on Sunday as usual, a general good time social and 
religious was had, and prior to returning to Liverpool a flying trip of a 
few hours was made to relatives in Ben Rhyddyn, situated in one of the 
loveliest valleys of Yorkshire if not of England. 

Elder A. Wootton went to Grange and Ayside in the Lake district of 
Northern Lancashire on a visit to relatives, and had a good in-door time, 
for it rained just enough to give him an opportunity for talking of ib oe 
and the Mormons.” 

Elder J. C. McFarlane was a lonely office keeper until President Lyman’s 
return when he “bolted” to the Metropolis for a week. Elder J. D. 
Holther spent his out in Bradford, to the satisfaction of himself and friends. 

Sister Hutchinson went to Newcastle to see her old habitat and friends, 
while Sister Lizzie Boreham went to Macclesfield where the holidays were 
saddened by the death of her aged grandmother, she was well stricken in 
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years and to her it was a joyous release for a New Year’s welcome beyond 
the vail. 

The holiday season will be past when this issue of the Stark comes to 
hand, but we none the less heartily wish for all our co-laborers and the 
Saints a prosperous and A Happy New YEAR. 


PRESS DENT Pamir S. Maycock of the Turkish Mission writes from 
Aintab, Syria, December 14, 1898, as follows:—“The Turkish Mission 
offers labor to a considerable number of Elders, it is a richer field I believe 
than many in which numerous missionaries are engaged. At present 
there is urgent need for seven brethren, I therefore request that this num- 
ber be sent as soon as possible; the Turkish language is very difficult to 
learn at first, so they could not begin work immediately on arrival. 
While there are but two of us directly engaged here at present we are 
limited to a very small part of that great area which presents so many good 
opportunities which we would like to fill. 

“Brother F. F. Hintze also writes encouragingly, having found the Elders 
(new ones) well, enjoying the spirit of the work, and progressing nicely 
in the language; marked progress is also manifest among the Saints in 
faith and harmony, and a few are investigating all the time.” He himself 
was well and feeling happy in his labors, although the Saints are in try- 
ing circumstances and need redemption temporally and spiritually. 


A SEASONABLE congratulatory letter was received from the joint Mutual 
Improvement Associations of the 20th Ward, Salt Lake City. The signers 
were the Presidency of the Y. M. M. I. A., David R. Lyon, Melvin D. Wells 
and O. C. Beebe; of the Presidency of the Y. L. M. I. A. were Aggie Camp- 
bell, Julia M. Brixen and Mary Q. Kelly. It would be difficult to express 
in words the value of the letter itself, and the monetary enclosure was the 
very essence of thoughtful consideration as delicately presented as only 
the Spirit of the Gospel could suggest to brotherly and sisterly souls. 


THANKS.—Seasonable congratulatory cards have been received by the 
Presidency of the European Mission from the Sabbath School of the 
Latter-day Saints in Abertilley, Wales; they are appreciated for their 
beauty and still more for their kindly greeting and loving words. May the 
good-will expressed be returned tenfold to the officers and scholars of the 
school, and may prosperity and blessing attend all their efforte in seeking 
for that knowledge of “the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” which 
is best found in the revelations of the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


WE rather suspect that the 11th Ward through Bishop Morris sent 
kindly Christmas remembrances to eight of their missionaries in this land, 
as we know “they never do things by halves.” 


By special telegram we learn of the death in Upsala, Sweden, of Elder 
Albert Petterson who was on a mission to Scandinavia from Murray, Salt 
Lake Co., Utah, particulars will come at a later date no doubt. 
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CHANGE or AppREss.—The address of the Nottingham Conference has 
been changed from 49 Sabina Street, to 144 Radford Boulevard, Radford, 
Nottingham. Salt Lake papers please ecpy. 


LETTER FROM PRESIDENT WELLS. 


Tux following letter from President Rulon S. Wells will, no doubt, be 
read with interest by all the Saints in this land: 

S. S. Canada, DECEMBER 16th, 1898. 

“After bidding you good-bye at Prince’s Landing Stage, we sailed 
smoothly out into the Irish Sea, although there was a good swell on the 
Ocean. After leaving Queenstown the following morning, we had head 
winds and the waves began to roll higher. Many of the passengers failed 
to appear at the table, and those who did appear were very dainty. 

“Although the voyage has been somewhat rough, to me it has been a 
very pleasant one. We were made very comfortable by the bead steward, 
who had received special instruction from Mr. S. E. Crure, the general 
passenger agent for the Dominion Line. The Canada is certainly a very 
comfortable boat to ride on. We have just been making a tour all over 
the boat in company with Mr. Welch, the head steward. The saloon is all 
that could be desired; splendid dining room and first class bill of fare. 
There are a fine library supplied with books to suit every taste, a large 
and comfortable smoking room and nicely furnished airy state rooms: 
where one can sleep with open windows even when the sea is rough and 
stormy. The second cabin and steerage is also very fine. It is pleasing to 
note the improvements that are being madein supplying fresh air through 
patent port holes which keep the water out and let the fresh air in, both 
at the same time. It it very observable that the old custom of putting 
passengers down in the bottom of the ship and shutting out the air or 
suffocating them with foul air and disagreeable odors, is a thing of the 
past as far as the Dominion line is concerned. The New England is still 
finer than the Canada and now a third one, the America or New Hampshire 
(the name is not yet determined) is being built and will far éxcel the other 
two. 

“The fine promenades are worthy of special mention; I have never been 
on a ship where there was so much space given for this healthful recrea- 
tion, and this applies also to second cabin and steerage passengers all of 
whom have plenty of room to exercise their bodies if they feel inclined 
that way. Baths, lavatories and barber shop are also among the conveni- 
ences provided. To-day is the best run we have made, the distance trav- 
elled being 381 miles; we are now nearing the New England Coast and 
will arrive at about 10 o'clock, but will not land until to-morrow (Satur- 
day) morning. 

“While our hearts are rejoicing in the thought of planting our feet once 
more qq our native soil and meeting our loved ones, still we feel a warm 
and lasting friendship for those we have left behind. 

“Accept my best regards and earnest desire for your success, 


— — — — — 
— — U— ͤk“ 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 13 


President McMurrin wishes to be remembered to all. 
“Extend my Christmas greeting to all at 42. 
“Wishing you the best compliments of the season, I remain, 
Sincerely your brother and co-laborer, 
Rurox S. WELLS.” 


THE CHRISTIAN FATHERS. 


Lecture By Prorgssor H. HascHem WILDE. 

THE following lecture from Zhe Crescent, a representative of Islamism, 
in England, will fully indicate the necessity of new revelation in order 
that the world may understand the doctrines set forth in the Bible: 

“Leaving the question as to whether the minds of John, Paul and other 
of the apostles had, or had not, become tainted by the theories of the 
Alexandrian philosophy—that strange mixture of Egyptian theology and 
Platonic philosophy, with a liberal sprinkling of Jewish ideas—the history 
of Christianity during the first few centuries and the gradual evolution 
of its principles will prove only too clearly that the plain, simple truth 
as Originally propounded by Christ, was, as the result of the ‘tender care 
of the Christian Fathers,’ mutilated beyond all recognition. 

“Gnosticism (Gr. gnosis— knowledge) was the first evident and marked 
abandonment of the simplicity of Christianity. The Gnostics, or en- 
lightened Christian philosophers,’ as distinguished from the unlearned 
majority of Christians, wished to remove from Christ all the reproach 
that might naturally be associated with Him as a God incarnate, by 
ascribing to Him a mysterious dignity and supernatural attributes, which 
ideas they undoubtedly derived from the visionary systems of Oriental 
learning. They, like the Alexandrian sages, were fond of contemplating 
the Supreme Being as reposing in dignified and eternal inactivity, and 
ascribed creation and all moral and material phenomena to the agency of 
various deities emanating from the Supreme. To each of these inferior 
deities they paid homage, and taught that Christ, though to all appear- 
ances a man, was in reality a god: that He was, in fact, ‘The Logos,’ his 
human form being buta phantasm. Others, allied to the Gnostics, taught 
that an Eon, emanating from God, descended upon the man Jesus at His 
birth and left Him at His crucifixion. When it is remembered that these 
ideas were widely known and generally accepted long before any of the 
Gospels were written, the explanation of all the otherwise mysterious pas- 
sages contained therein is simple. 

“This sudden and outrageous outburst of heathen philosophy met with 
considerable opposition; its progress was after a prolonged struggle parti- 
ally impeded; but the desires and ideas from which it originated could 
never be exterminated, and the only result of the opposition was a slight 
temporary restraint upon the spread of the doctrine, under which restrain t 
however, the doctrine, partially revised, continued slowly but surely to 
progress, increasing with its followers the bulk of its absurdities, and finally 
becoming so strong as to overthrow ‘the power that bound it,’ and conse- 
quently to spread in all directions without molestation. 
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“With the outlines of the Alexandrian philosophy in view, the gradual 
stages of evolution from the plain simplicity cf primitive Christianity to 
the intricacy and absurdity of what is known as the Athanasian Creed 
(which has been attributed to the pen of Vigilius Tap sensis, and is in fact 
admitted by the best orthodox Christian writers of the present day not to 
have been written by Athanasius, nor even for some centuries after his 
death) may be distinctly traced in the works of such writers as Justin 
Martyr, Theophilus, Ireneus, Athenagoras, Clemens Alexandrianus, Ter- 
tullian, Origen, Athanasius and a host of other Fathers of Christianity. 
And these good and holy men, whose natural intelligence was absolutely 
insufficient to convince ordinary mortals of the truth of those doctrines 
which they professed to believe and attempted to expound, engaged among 
themselves in the most bitter controversies, accentuated by jealousy and 
and not by any desire to search for and establish the truth of Christianity, 
and set aside for ever all fraternal and charitable feelings that should 
naturally have existed among them. To them a hollow creed was a more 
valuable possession than the true spirit of Christ, than a mind full of holy 
confidence in God and affectionate earnestness for the welfare of mankind. 
The most unhappy wranglings were stirred up. The Arians and Trinita- 
rians disputed by no means as to whether Christianity should or should 
not be corrupted, but as to how much it should be corrupted. Its cor- 
ruption appears to have been a matter agreed upon by both sides, the 
only question being as to how strong an infusion of heathen sentiment 
should be mixed with it. Both parties had in their ranks ecclesiastics in 
great numbers, of the worst possible dispositions, ready to split a hair 
in dispute, and to forge, libel, defame, torture, banish, and even murder 
for the maintenance of their dogmatism. Constant trouble, bloodshed 
and crime marked for centuries the path of the founders of Christianity, 
and gained for them the title of ‘Saint.’ 

At the Council of Nice, when the Nicene creed (or rather the first edition 
of the Nicene creed) was given to the world, ‘We believe also in the Holy 
Ghost’ was all that these holy men knew about the third person of their 
Trinity; what Christianity knows to-day came as an afterthought many 
years later. At the end of this creed appeared the usual evidence of 
Christian love—an ecclesiastical curse:—‘The Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church anathematises all those who say that there was a time when the 
Son of God was not, and that before he was begotten he was not, and that 
he was made out of nothing, or out of another substance or essence, and is 
created, changeable, or alterable.’ 

“ Persecutions, forgeries, exiles and deaths followed the Nicene Council; 
the most monstrous injuries and injustice were inflicted. Constantine 
took part with the Athanasians, banished Arius and most of his bishops 
and murdered the rest, and ordered the books of Arius to be destroyed, 
adding to his edict:—‘If any man be found to have concealed a copy of 
those books, and not to have instantly produced it and thrown it into the 
fire, he shall be put to death: Zhe Lord be with you all.’ 

“Not before the end of the sixth century, after numerous discussions, did 
the good fathers decide as to who and what the Holy Ghost was, when 
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they affixed the result of their researches to the Nicene creed, which creed 
was after wards improved by numerous reconstructions and revisions. 

“Next arose a dispute as to the proper appellation of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus. Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople, made such a distinction 
beween what he called ‘the divine and human natures’ of Christ as to 
deny that Mary should be called ‘Mother of God.“ On the other hand, 
Appolinaris overlooked the humanity, and made the history of Christ re- 
solve itself into the history of the doings, sufferings and death of God. 
Cyril, the Patriarch of Alexandria (between whom and Nestorius there 
existed an old grudge), took up the dispute. @ These good ecclesiastics 
abused and anathematised each other without mercy, and in the end 
created such a tumult that the Emperor Theodosius called a council to 
settle the point. Cyril presided, and not only refused to await the arrival 
of those bishops known to be friendly to Nestorius, but, in order to secure 
his advantage, brought with him from Egypt a number of robust, daring 
fanatics, who acted as his soldiers. Naturally the council decided in his 
favor: that Mary might properly be called ‘Mother of God.’ The whole 
council was an arena of abuse and disorder, so much so that Theodosius, 
in dismissing it, said :—‘I cal] God to witness that I am not the author of 
this confusion. His providence will discern and punish the guilty. Re- 
turn to your provinces, and may your “eee virtues repair the mischief 
and scandal of your meeting.’ 

“The victorious party, however, soon — their opinion to the ex- 
treme. Such was the nature of early Christianity. Conflicts, councils, 
persecutions, amendments, deductions and the like followed each other in 
quick succession for centuries; the air was filled with the curses of the 
leaders of the churches; everything but peace was to be found in Chris- 
tianity. 

“Then came the Athanasian Creed. It is impossible to state who wrote 
it, and as its authorship will not redound to the lasting honor of any man, 
it is perhaps not worth while to seek his identity. In addition to its incon- 
sistencies and subtleties, it manifests the same old anathematising bigotry 
of Christianity—the very opposite of the true spirit of Jesus Christ. 

“This brings Christianity up to its present ecclesiastical form. From 


these and previous considerations a fair estiiaate may be formed of the 


true worth or otherwise of the ‘Christian Doctrine of the Trinity.’” 


UTAH ITEMS. 


Citizens of Spanish Fork are about to establish an electric lighting plant; 
water power will be used for that purpose. 

The several county auditors report the taxable property of the State 
at $100,000,000, upon which $750,000 will be collected. 

One hundred and sixty-seven missionaries have been called to labor for 
three months in the several “Stakes of Zion,” in the interest of the Mutual 
Improvement Associations. 

A farewell party in honor of Elders George J. and Preston J. Cannon, 


